
Student Bulletin 

What’s on this week? 

9th—13th December  
 

 

School timings: 

Please be reminded of our school timings below: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canteen Menu: 

Mon, Tues & Thurs Wed Fri 

09:10-9:35 Tutor 09:10-09:35 Tutor 09:10-09:20 Tutor 

09:35-10:35 Lesson 1 09:35-10:35 Lesson 1 09:20-10:15 Lesson 1 

10:35-10:55 Break 10:35-10:55 Break 10:15-11:10 Lesson 2 

10:55-11:55 Lesson 2 10:55-11:55 Lesson 2 11:10-11:30 Break 

11:55-12:55 Lesson 3 11:55-12:55 Lesson 3 11:30-12:25 Lesson 3 

12:55-13:35 Lunch 12:55-13:35 Lunch 12:25-13:00 Lunch 

13:35-14:35 Lesson 4 13:35-14:35 Lesson 4 13:00-13:55 Lesson 4 

14:35-15:35 Lesson 5 14:35-15:35 Lesson 5 13:55-14:50 Lesson 5 

    15:35-16:30 Elective 14:50-15:15 Celebration Assembly 



PE lessons have been going well this week with students throwing themselves into learning new 

skills both in badminton and health and fitness. We have some House Matches lined up for the 

end of term on Monday 16
th
 December. The boys will be playing some 7-a-side football on  

Rivermead 3G, whilst the girls will be playing netball/end zone style on the MUGA. There will be 

more details to follow on this, but I am really excited to again offer students a chance to play 

some friendly but competitive sport against one another.  

 

Just a reminder for kit expectations for PE: 

Badminton - trainers, tracksuit bottoms/shorts, River PE top, long football style socks 

Health and Fitness - trainers, tracksuit bottoms/shorts, River PE top, long football style socks. 

Extra-curricular clubs 

 

Please note that some clubs will be coming to an end this week as we have a busy schedule 

ahead over the final few weeks of term.  

1. Due to a basketball fixture on Tuesday next week, badminton club has been postponed 

next week but the final session of the term will be held on Tuesday 17
th
 December.  

2. Girl's football has now finished due to clashes with the pantomime and celebration evenings 

over the next two Wednesdays.  

3. We have a basketball fixture on Tuesday at home vs Denefield, but due to the meet the    

tutor evening on the 12
th
 December, the final basketball club will be on Thursday 19

th
      

December.  

 

Girls football update: 

We had our final girls fixtures this week and what a way to 

finish! We lost our first game against Denefield who were 

by far the better team, but the defeat did not get the girls 

down and they roared back to beat Maiden Erlegh      

Reading and Prospect, with teachers from both schools 

commenting on how well we played and the skill on show 

from our students. The standout performers were Lexi in 

goal, Nadia, Shakira, Aneeqa and Eva who all played very 

well. It has been a real pleasure to coach these girls over 

the last four weeks and we have the makings of a very 

strong team to come over the next few years.  

 

Basketball Club: 

Another packed out basketball club this week which is great to see. We were working on the 

speed of our play and winning the ball back from the opposition, which were two areas we found 

ourselves lacking in against Blessed Hugh Faringdon last week. There are some very talented 

players here at River and it is great to see them help others who are less experienced. The team-

sheet has gone out for the game on Tuesday so please check MCAS and reply to say if your 

child is available to play.  

PE updates:  



 

Boys Football: 

We entered our first ever 5-a-side tournament at JMA this week and the boys were fantastic. 
We were placed in a group with Denefield, the Willink and WREN which are all well respected 
and well-established schools in Reading. We beat Denefield 1-0 and drew against the Willink 
and the WREN 2-2 and 0-0 respectively, which put us through to the next round as runners up 
in the group. We came up against a very skilled Highdown team and were very lucky to escape 
with a 0-0 draw which put into penalties to decide our semi-final place. Unfortunately, despite 
some heroics from our goalkeeper Luke, the pressure was too much, and we bowed out at the 
quarter-final stage. However, to see we came in the top 8 of all the schools in Reading is a fan-
tastic achievement and I was really proud of the team who showed lots of skill and flair! 



 
 

Monthly Maths House 

Competition - December 

Every month, a maths problem 

will be posted on the student    

bulletin and displayed in your    

tutor rooms. 

You can give only one answer 

in the month. Hand your    

completed answer to your form 

tutor by the end of the month. 

The maths team will award 

every student with the correct 

answer 3 merits each. 

The more students that take part, the more merits you have a chance of winning for your tutor/

house group. 

 

Enter River Academy's  

Winter Photography  

Competition! 

 

The holiday season is the     
perfect time to explore the    
outdoors and capture the    
stunning natural beauty that 
winter brings. From frosty   
landscapes to golden sunsets, 
there’s inspiration all around 
you. Whether you’re out for a 
winter walk or just enjoying the 
festive season, take your 
phone or camera along to snap 
those magical moments. 

Please submit your entries to 
l.uren@maidenerleghtrust.org 
by Friday 10th January 2025 



 

 

Keep Going - Edgar A. Guest  

 

Challenge! Without looking at your poem, can you remember the words from the gaps? 

 

When things go wrong, as they sometimes will, 
When the ___________ you’re trudging seems all up hill, 
When the funds are low and the ___________ are high, 

And you want to smile, but you have to sigh, 
When care is ___________  you down a bit, 

Rest if you must—but don’t you quit. 
 

Life is queer with its ___________ and turns, 
As every one of us sometimes learns, 

And many a failure turns about 
When he might have won had he ___________ it out; 

Don’t give up, though the pace seems slow— 
You may ___________ with another blow. 

Success is failure turned inside out— 
The silver tint of the ___________ of doubt, 
And you never can tell how close you are, 

It may be near when it seems afar; 
So stick to the ___________ when you’re hardest hit— 

It’s when things seem worst that you mustn’t ___________ . 

 



On December the 18th we will be inviting          

students to come to school in their Christmas 

jumpers to  raise money for Save the Children. 

Please bring £1 to support the charity and wear 

normal school uniform apart from blazers     

under your  festive jumper. There will also be a 

Christmas lunch served in the canteen which 

must be pre order by 10th December here. It 

will cost £3.50 and you can pay on the 

ParentPay shop here unless you are entitled to 

Free School Meals.  

https://forms.office.com/e/fpamqPJ5uL
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=15056



