
Student Bulletin 

What’s on this week? 

17th—21st February 2025 

HALF TERM!!! 

 

School 

timings: 

Please be 

reminded of 

our school 

timings: 

 

 

Mon, Tues & Thurs Wed Fri 

09:10-9:35 Tutor 09:10-09:35 Tutor 09:10-09:20 Tutor 

09:35-10:35 Lesson 1 09:35-10:35 Lesson 1 09:20-10:15 Lesson 1 

10:35-10:55 Break 10:35-10:55 Break 10:15-11:10 Lesson 2 

10:55-11:55 Lesson 2 10:55-11:55 Lesson 2 11:10-11:30 Break 

11:55-12:55 Lesson 3 11:55-12:55 Lesson 3 11:30-12:25 Lesson 3 

12:55-13:35 Lunch 12:55-13:35 Lunch 12:25-13:00 Lunch 

13:35-14:35 Lesson 4 13:35-14:35 Lesson 4 13:00-13:55 Lesson 4 

14:35-15:35 Lesson 5 14:35-15:35 Lesson 5 13:55-14:50 Lesson 5 

    15:35-16:30 Elective 14:50-15:15 Celebration Assembly 



 PE update:  

Lessons:  

This term, the students have been learning netball and basketball. The reason these sports are            
together in the curriculum is due to the transferrable skills across both sports. The students have 
made a lot of progress in both activities, and I have been very impressed once again with the effort and 
skill level the students display. This has been evident in the end of term assessment lessons where the 
students put all their learned skills into a tournament and showed off exactly what they have learned 
and the progress they have made.  

Next term in PE:  

Next term sees the boys and girls split into single gender PE. This is because the boys have their foot-
ball block, and the girls have their touch rugby block. Both boys and girls will also study handball too 
which is an exciting sport that I know the students will enjoy. The kit the students require is as follows:  

Football – **football boots**, **shin pads**, long socks, shorts/tracksuit bottoms and a River PE top.  

**football boots and shin pads are compulsory and are necessary to keep students safe**  

Touch Rugby and Handball – trainers, long socks, shorts/tracksuit bottoms and a River PE top.  

The table below shows the days on which students are studying each sport.  

National Junior Indoor Rowing Championships  

An exciting opportunity has been presented to us from our friends at Reading Rowing Club. Between 
the 15th and 21st March, the National Indoor Rowing Championships are taking place virtually. The 
students must row as far as they can in 2 minutes and their results are recorded and compared to the 
rest of the country. The cost is a £2 entry fee, and the competition will happen at River Academy after-
school once day next term. If your child is interested in participating in this, please email me on 
j.clare@maidenerleghtrust.org so I can put their name down for it. I will then be in touch with a time 
and date once I have all entries.  

Primary Schools Outreach  

On Friday 7th February we had 3 local primary schools come to River Academy to play in a bench ball 
tournament. St Anne’s, Caversham and Thameside made the short trip to River to play against one an-
other in a friendly tournament.  



It was so lovely to see so many students play and enjoy sport and there was some great talent on     
display. We are looking to host some more primary school competitions later in the year which I am 
excited for. Thank you also to my sports ambassadors who helped and gained some valuable          
leadership experience.  

Basketball Fixture  

Our basketball team was in action once again against our local Trust rivals Maiden Erlegh Reading. We 
raced into a 12-0 lead after the first quarter, with Julius 
and Maks being instrumental in us having such a      
positive start. Having survived a MER resurgence, we 
finished the game 21-7 winners after 40 minutes of 
very competitive basketball. The students were         
fantastic and excellent representatives of the school. 
We have another inter-trust tournament after HT which 
I am very much looking forward to.  

Touch Rugby  

We travelled to one of our neighbouring schools the 
Wren for a T1 rugby tournament. We picked up some 

great results, beating the Wren and drawing against Denefield. We struggled against Highdown and 
Prospect but learned some very valuable les-
sons in defensive structure and being efficient 
with the ball. It was lovely to see the students 
playing rugby again and picking up where they 
left off back in October. I hope the students 
enjoyed themselves and as always, they were 
a pleasure to take.  

Netball  

Our netball team had their second friendly    
fixture before the league starts after half term. 
A well drilled and organised Prospect team made the short journey over to play our A and B team in    
separate games. Our A-Team performed well and ran out 2-1 winners, with Scarlett playing very well 
throughout. Our B-Team struggled somewhat and ended up losing 5-1. Both games were a great   
learning experience and its really important we play these games before the league starts so the team 
have time to gel and play together.  

Boys football  

As I write this, we have another boys football friendly tonight away at Denefield. We are taking a bus 
load of students so we can play 2x 8-a-side friendly games. Again this is to give students an                  
opportunity to play some competitive sport and to also allow the students to play together and gel    
before our league campaign starts after half term  

 



Well done to the Y7s who took part M's Uren's planning 
session for The Royal Academy young artists summer 
show. It was great to share ideas and start planning!  

 







Lost your blazer? 

Cant find your tie? 

Walked home in one shoe?! 

Come and look in our Lost Property Box in 

Reception before or after school 

 

Monthly Maths House Competition - February 

Homework club will run on Tuesday and Thursdays in the 

LRC from 3:35-4:30. It is a voluntary, supervised, drop-in 

session each time. Students need to let their parents 

know in advance that they will be staying and a register 

will be kept for students to sign in and out. Students 

need to bring booklets and equipment needed for them 

to complete their homework independently with adult    

support  available. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Maths - Kerboodle 
A quick reminder that all students have access 
to the maths text book we use in school, online, 

via www.kerboodle.com. 

Students have been given their user names and 
have set their own passwords. If a password re-
set is needed, students need to speak to their 

maths teacher. The institution code for the 

school is dyu6. 

We are coming to the end of Chapter 4. If any 
student has missed anything in class or would 

like to go back through the work, having access 
to the text book online will be helpful. Please 
don't get ahead of lessons in school though. 

http://www.kerboodle.com


We would like to extend a 
heartfelt thank you for 
your continued support in 
providing ingredients 
each week for our Food              
Technology lessons. Your 
contributions have played 
a vital role in helping our 
students develop their 
cooking skills, and it has 
been truly amazing to see 
how far they have come 
over the past term and a 
half. 

It is clear to see which      
students have been           
practicing at home—
whether through food 
preparation or washing 
up—as their confidence in 
the kitchen has grown 
significantly. This           
reinforces the importance 
of applying their skills  
beyond the classroom, 
and we are incredibly 
proud of the progress 
they have made. We also 
sincerely thank you for 
allowing them to practice 
these skills at home, as it 
makes a huge difference 
in their development. 

Please take a moment to 
admire some of the          
outstanding dishes our         
students have created 
this term. We hope they 
continue practicing their cooking and kitchen skills at home to 
retain and build on their learning as they move into Year 8. 

Thank you once again for your support! 

 



 


