
Parent Welcome Evening
Tuesday 24 th June 2025



The purpose of this evening

ÅTo share with you some of our excitement 
for September

ÅTo give you a further insight into how 
our school will operate

ÅFor you to meet some of our key staff

ÅFor you to ask any personal questions 
you may have



Key staff

ÅMr Andy Hartley- Headteacher

ÅMrs Laura Billingham- Deputy Headteacher

ÅMrs Becky Clarke- Assistant Headteacher

ÅMs Christina Moore- Head of Year 7

ÅMs Sara Stevens- Office Manager





Welcome to #TeamRiver











Staffing

ÅFully staffed

ÅSpecialist teachers

ÅWell qualified

ÅExperienced

ÅFull time- with three shared members of staff 



Inspections



What sort of a school will River be?



Our Vision

V A school in the community and for the community 
V High challenge in the classroom based on evidence - research 

and case studies of success
V A place where staff want to come and work
V Simple systems for behaviours
V Removing barriers for learning and attendance
V Creating a sense of joy and belonging
V No disadvantaged gap



Our Values

Community

Empathy

Respect

Excellence

Determination



Our aim / Our purpose / Why we are here?

"Every single day is precious.

Don't waste a moment.

In a world full of adversity, we 
must still dare to dream".



Our aim / Our purpose / Why we are here?

¯Qualifications and choices°

¯So you can learn enough to dosome good in the world.°



Our aim / Our purpose / Why we are here?

љEǂĦĲũũĲŰĦĲЯШƣőĲŰЯШŔƚШŰŸƣШċŰШċĦƣШĤƨƣШċШőċĤŔƣњ
(Durant, discussing the writing of Aristotle, 1926:87)



Systems and goals

Ȳou do not rise to the level of your goals. You fall 
to the level of your systems. Your goal is your 
desired outcome. Your system is the collection of 
daily habits that will get you there." James Clear

We practise and rehearse our ways until they 
become automatic.

Sweat the small stuff- always- uniform, rules, 
classroom practice, consequences¤



Uniform

There are 3 
branded items. 

Most  items are 
available direct 
from the high 
street.



Uniform

Our PE kit 



Personal Appearance

ÅWell-groomed hair/facial hair (no extreme styles). Nothing shorter than grade 1
please . Shoulder length and longer hair to be tied back during PE, design, art,
science and food lessons for health, hygiene and safety reasons

ÅNatural coloured hair

ÅOne small silver/gold stud or ring in the lower lobe of each ear only

ÅNo other jewellery should be worn to school

ÅHead scarves may be worn for religious reasons by agreement and should be
plain black, grey, or navy

ÅSchool uniform should be worn appropriately (e.g. ties done up, shirts tucked in,
shoelaces tied etc.)

ÅNo make-up or nail varnish except light foundation

ÅSmart watches are not permitted in school



Tools for Learning

Å Large see-through pencil case

Å Three black or blue pens

Å Green pen

Å HB pencil

Å Rubber

Å Pencil sharpener

Å 30cm ruler

Å Protractor

Å Highlighter pen

Å Scientific calculator

Å Coloured pencil (or pens)

Å Glue stick

Å Reading book

Å Planner

Å The calculator we recommend is the Casio FX-83GTCW. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Casio-FX-83GTCW-Black-Scientific-Calculator/dp/B0BVW4TGFX


Line Ups

V At the start of the day
V End of break
V End of lunch
V End of the day

ÅA calm and crisp start to each lesson 
ÅKey messages
ÅPositive and celebratory





The River Way

Character and Culture Development

ÅManners
ÅOracy
ÅFamily dining
ÅReading programme







Electives and Enrichment



Merits and Demerits

We are a school:

Å with high expectations 

and high levels of 

challenge.

Å with firm boundaries.

Å where students will be 

safe, respectful and 

successful because of 

these things.

1500 merits a day

50-60 demerits a day



Celebration Fridays




