
Student Bulletin 

What’s on next week? 

Week 1 

13—17 October 2025 
 

School timings: 

Please be reminded of our school timings below: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canteen Menu: 



PE Updates! 

What a busy 7 days we have had here at River. By the time you have read this, we will have had 

2 rugby fixtures, 1 girls football fixture, basketball club before school, badminton coaching and 

Reading Rockets!!  

In lesson reminders: 

I am extremely happy with the way lessons are going so far this term. We have also been really 

lucky for a local coaching company to come in and deliver some rugby lessons for us and I know 

how well the children have received these coaches and learnt from their advice on how to im-

prove.  

Please remember that the kit expectations are either long black socks and shorts or black track-

suit bottoms. With the weather turning colder, layers such as jumpers are encouraged.  

Year 8 Rugby continues the River flow! 

In line up last week, Mrs Billingham chal-

lenged the Year 8 rugby team to follow in the 

footsteps of the Year 7’s and they absolutely 

rose to the challenge! We faced off against 

two excellent rugby schools in the Willink and 

Forest, all with huge numbers in their year 

groups and with both schools having local ac-

cess to external rugby clubs such as Reading 

and Tadley. This did not prevent the River 

team from going into the game with extremely 

high confidence and it certainly showed! A 

gritty draw against the Willink which could’ve 

gone either way was a great start, but what followed, no one expected! Flying out of the blocks 

against Forest, we raced into an early 15-0 lead, with Nabil, Maks and Teodor showing excellent 

support play and wonderful running skills. As is the way in sport, nothing ever goes 100% your 

way and Forest scored two quick tries to get them back into the game. However, we did not let 

our heads drop and two tries later, again from Nabil and Chetan meant we ran out 25-15 win-

ners. The defensive work rate as well as the support play in attack was exemplary and its so 

amazing to see some proper rugby being played (albeit touch)! By the time you’ve read this, we 

will have played Theale and MES, so stay tuned for updates next week! 

Year 7’s pick up where they left off 

On Tuesday of this week, we travelled to our local Trust rivals, MES, for another hard-fought vic-

tory. With some new faces in the team, they did not gel as well as last week and there were a 

few mistakes in our play, with knock-ons and forward passes. But it's a common phrase in sport 

that if you still win badly whilst playing well, you know you have the makings of a great team, and 

this is exactly what this River team does. Despite not being the most fluent, aesthetic or even co-

ordinated game, we still found a way to score 4 tries and come out 20-15 winners against a 

strong sporting school in MES. Tries from Ed, Hussnain and Caleb meant we held our nerve to 

come through a tough game. Onto next week, where we host MES-A team, which will prove a 

stern test, as well as Piggot who are again a very strong sporting school.  

Just as an FYI, we play a version of touch rugby called T1, which is an emerging game launched 

by the RFU. Any information on this can be found here:  

T1 Rugby (Non-contact) | Rugby Football Union 

https://www.englandrugby.com/play/ways-to-play/t1-rugby


Girls Football Record Attendance! 

37, yes 37, Year 7 and Year 8 girls attended football this Tuesday as their fixtures begin soon. 

What an amazing turn out and full credit must go to Miss Moore for creating such a warm and 

welcoming environment. I know Miss Moore has been working so hard on positioning and tactical 

play throughout her training sessions. Its important that the team understand special awareness 

and why when they’re not on the ball or in possession, its still important they hold their position to 

create space on the pitch. This in turn allows the player in possession to either move into that 

space or to shoot. We are working hard with students to understand how the actions they perform 

impact the match. With our Year 8’s starting their league campaign this week against Oakbank 

and local rivals Highdown, I am so excited to see how they will get on. A write-up will be included 

in next week’s bulletin. The full set of fixtures can be seen below, of which there are loads!!!!  

Basketballers showcase new talent 

Basketball club was lower in numbers this week which was disappointing to see, but full credit to 

those who get up early and come and shoot some hoops! This week, we looked at shooting and 

positioning off the ball. I was telling the students that even though they may not be in possession 

of the ball, they can still affect the game either through moving a defender out of position or 

through getting into space themselves to receive a pass. With fixtures starting at the end of No-

vember, it would be amazing to see as many students there as possible, so if you’re an early ris-

er please come along for an 8am start in your PE kit.  

Reading Rockets Take Off! 

It has been amazing to see so many students show interest in our Reading Rockets program 

every Friday. I had 40+ applicants for a program that only can only have 20 max. I know how tak-

en aback the coaches are with how awesome our students are, and full credit must go to them for 

their work ethics, manners and being generally great ambassadors for the school. The club will 

pass over to Year 8’s next term and sign ups will be coming out in the coming weeks.  

Badminton a Smash Hit! 

We are also extremely lucky to have a new club this year, with some of Year 8 students being 

fortunate enough to receive some professional badminton coaching every Tuesday after-school. 

Whilst myself, Mr Dukinfield and Miss Moore do a great job in lessons and in electives, the stu-

dents are really benefitting from specialized coaching every week and it has again been wonder-

ful to see the uptake in this being so strong and popular. 

Here are the upcoming fixtures across the year. Netball and athletics have not yet been released. 

 

Fixture dates:  
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4th December Wren/Little Heath A and B Wren 
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Monthly Maths House Competition  

The answer for September 2025 Maths Problem was 66 seconds (the first chime is at zero seconds). 








