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28 November 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope everyone has had a good week and is ready for a relaxing and productive weekend. 

Attendance 

Our attendance remains extremely high, with the school’s overall rate at 96%. I am delighted that, 

despite having two-year groups, our attendance is currently higher than at this time last year. 

On Wednesday, I delivered an assembly to all students about the importance of attendance, common 

barriers, and how the school can support students to overcome these challenges. While occasional 

absences are understandable, students need to know the impact of prolonged absence on academic 

progress, friendships, and mental health. 

Our Attendance Officer, Ms Ceesay, works hard to 

engage parents when attendance falls below 90%. 

These conversations are sometimes difficult, but 

they are essential and required by Reading 

Council, who ask us to account for every student 

below this threshold. Research shows that 

students with better attendance achieve higher 

academic success, and at River Academy, we are 

committed to fostering positive life habits. 

 

Staffing for Next Year & Social Media 

We have started posting on social media about our 

recruitment for next year. With three-year groups 

in September, we will need to increase our 

teaching and support teams by one-third. 

Recruitment begins mid-December and runs 

through February. 

If you see our adverts and know any outstanding 

teachers who may be interested, please share, 

like, or repost to help us reach as many people as 

possible. 

 

Headteacher’s Update 
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Community Lecture 

A huge thank you to Ms Angell for organizing our 

latest community lecture and well done to all 

students who attended Dr Bullard’s talk on Jane 

Austen and her connections with Reading. It was 

fantastic to see parents and local residents join us. 

Dr Bullard also mentioned a local exhibition on 

Jane Austen running until just before Christmas: 

Jane Austen and Rural Life Exhibition:  

 

https://merl.reading.ac.uk/whats-on/jane-austen-

and-rural-life/ 

 

Sports Update 

Our boys’ basketball team playing in a Year 8 and 

9 league came away with a creditable 62-40 defeat 

at Bohunt on Tuesday. Many of the Bohunt boys 

play representative basketball so this result was 

even more impressive. 

The Year 7 girls football team defeated Prospect 2-1 
and lost narrowly to Denefield on Thursday and 
should be very proud of their achievements.  

 

Practices have been really well attended this week 

with 25 boys turning up for basketball on a very frosty 

Wednesday morning, 58 Year 7 boys for football 

training on Thursday and 40 for football on Friday 

morning.   

 

Christmas Events 

The festive season is approaching, and we have several exciting events planned: 

• December 10 – Year 7 Pantomime Trip 

• December 11 – Christmas Music Concert (6–7 pm) Please see the attached invitation 

• December 16 – Christmas Awards Celebration Evening (6–7 pm) – Invitations coming soon 

https://merl.reading.ac.uk/whats-on/jane-austen-and-rural-life/
https://merl.reading.ac.uk/whats-on/jane-austen-and-rural-life/
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• December 17 – Christmas Dinner & 

Christmas Jumper Day 

We will also launch our ‘12 Days of Christmas’ 

initiative next Thursday to keep spirits high as 

the long term draws to a close. 

 

Non uniform day 

Today is our first ever non-uniform day and I am 

very proud to be raising money for Daisy’s 

Dream. Whilst there has been an extra frisson 

of excitement about the day, particularly during 

social time the students have still worked 

incredibly hard in each and every lesson.  

Thank you for your continued support. Have 

a great weekend! Have a great weekend.   

Warm regards,  

  

Andy Hartley 

Headteacher 


