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Home Learning 

This week we launched our Home Learning with students. At River, we are committed to providing the 
very best outcomes for students – and Home Learning is evidenced to support this. Evidence shows that 
repeating, rehearsing and practising after lessons improves results, but we also know that Home Learn-
ing helps support students to become better organised, more independent and increasingly responsible 
for their own progress.  

 

Home Learning is in the form of Booklets – aligned to our Curriculum Booklets used in school. Parents 
will be able to find a Knowledge Organiser in each of these which will support you to know what is being 
taught in lessons, and also provide a reference to support with the homework tasks.  

 

Separately, students will complete their Maths Home Learning on Sparx Maths, an online platform. All 
students have now logged onto Sparx and their first tasks have been set. Already, we have been blown 
away by the commitment and determination of students to succeed in this area. As well as setting tasks 
on Sparx, students can access additional tasks and resources, so that they can practise and develop 
skills in areas of their choosing. Our Sparx Leaderboard shows that many students are already accessing 
these modules, with some having completed over 5 additional hours of Maths practise this week! Keep 
up the hard work!  

 

A reminder that we take responsibility for supporting students with this part of school life. Each student 
has a weekly timetabled lesson of ‘Study Support’. Students are expected to bring Home Learning tasks 
to this lesson. They will work independently but will have access to a member of staff who can support. 
Additionally, our Homework Club runs after-school every Tuesday and Thursday in 1.26, our IT room. If 
students have issues accessing IT at home, then this is a great way to ensure that they can still access 
online platforms and complete their Home Learning. 

 

Curriculum – An update on English and Maths groups 

We are pleased to say that we were finally granted access to Key Stage 2 data in the latter stage of this 
week. This, combined with transition information and our knowledge of students in situ, has allowed us to 
create our new groupings for English and Maths. These groups will be in place for Monday morning and 
Bromcom/My Child at School will be updated before then. 

 

Whilst we have considered both the students’ skills in English and Maths, we have prioritised the current 
Maths ability. This will ensure that the Maths Team can use the most appropriate pace to guide students. 
Meanwhile in English, in the same groupings as Maths, there will be a broader range of skill and current 
ability. It is very common to find mixed-ability groupings in English, and so our ‘banded’ rather than ‘set’ 
approach will ensure that the English Team can stretch and challenge all students, no matter their start-
ing point.  

 

Our English and Maths Teams will continue to monitor and review the groupings of students as we build 
our own evidence base of assessment. Where progress shows that students would benefit from moving a 
group, we will look to make these changes. 

Mrs Billingham 



Student Leadership Roles: 
 
Students must write a letter of interest to the relevant member of staff by Wednesday 23rd Sep-
tember if they are interested in the Student Leadership Roles. 

 

Sports Ambassador- Mr Clare  

Science Subject representative- Mr Duckinfield  

History/ Geography or RPE Subject Representative- Ms Angell  

Technology/ Art Subject Representative- Ms U'ren  

English Subject Representative- Ms Myres  

Maths Subject Representative- Ms Strong  

Student Council- Miss Moore  

   
Also students need to collect a letter from their form tutor/ HOY if they are interested in being part 
of our Open Evening.  
  

River Open Events: 

If you know anyone who would be interested in our 

Open Evening, please pass on the information in 

this and direct them to the website for more        

information. 

This will be an opportunity for parents 
and students to visit the school and talk 
with students, teachers, staff and subject leaders. 
Headteacher presentations will take place in the 
main school hall at 5:30pm and 7pm. There is no 
booking required to attend the Open Evening but 
for more information please visit our website here. 

We will also be hosting a series of open         
mornings, starting at 9:30 am and concluding by 
10:45am. These will be an opportunity for parents 
and students to hear a presentation from myself, 
before being taken on a student led tour of 
the school. Booking is required to attend open 
mornings which are taking place as follows: 

•  Monday 23
rd

 September—FULLY  BOOKED 

•  Thursday 26th September 

• Wednesday 9th October 

 To book onto an open morning please click here: 

https://www.river-academy.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/e/e5AzyamCSX


School timings: 

Please be reminded of our school timings below: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canteen Menu: 

Mon, Tues & Thurs Wed Fri 

09:10-9:35 Tutor 09:10-09:35 Tutor 09:10-09:20 Tutor 
09:35-10:35 Lesson 1 09:35-10:35 Lesson 1 09:20-10:15 Lesson 1 

10:35-10:55 Break 10:35-10:55 Break 10:15-11:10 Lesson 2 

10:55-11:55 Lesson 2 10:55-11:55 Lesson 2 11:10-11:30 Break 

11:55-12:55 Lesson 3 11:55-12:55 Lesson 3 11:30-12:25 Lesson 3 
12:55-13:35 Lunch 12:55-13:30 Lunch 12:25-12:55 Lunch 

13:35-14:35 Lesson 4 13:35-14:30 Lesson 4 12:55-13:50 Lesson 4 

14:35-15:35 Lesson 5 14:35-15:30 Lesson 5 13:50-14:45 Lesson 5 

    15:30-16:30 Elective 14:45-15:15 Celebration Assembly 

What’s on this week? 
23rd—27th September 



 

 

    Padlocks: 

Anyone wanting a padlock for their lock-

ers, please purchase one on Parentpay: 

      River Acade-

Alternatively you can 

bring your own padlock 

from home—All students 

have an allocated locker! 

Lost your blazer? Cant find 

your tie? Gone home with  

only one shoe on?!  

Come and look in  

Lost Property before or af-

ter school to see if we have 

R
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Netball Club 

afterschool on 

Tuesdays 

3:35-4:35 

Sports Clubs: 

If any student who attended a 
club this week such as netball, 
badminton and rugby 'brings a 
buddy' or someone new next 
week, they will receive 3 merits, 
whilst their friend who they bring 
for the first time will receive 
one.  Don’t forget to bring your 
kit! 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=15056

